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In the past week and a half, the Democratic Coordinated Campaign in 
Door County has been a beehive of activity. In addition to putting up large-
scale Obama/Biden signs throughout the County, we have sponsored and 
supported several notable events. "Oh the times, they are changing." If  you 
weren't there, here's what you missed.

We were represented in the Fall Fest parade in Sister Bay on October 
18th by five decorated vehicles and twenty-some people marching for 
Democratic candidates. Many cheers greeted the Democratic marchers. 
Republicans marched in silence.

About 60 people took time off from campaigning that afternoon to attend a 
Unity Rally for Democratic candidates at the Ladder House. We began by 
thanking our volunteers, beginning with Irene Newkirk who has staffed the 
office every weekday morning for two months, and ending with all of you who 
have shown your support by putting out yard signs to be stolen, and then 
putting them out again!

Dick Skare, our outstanding Assembly candidate, spoke first, followed by 
Rep. Steve Kagen. Steve talked about the pressure behind the scenes for the 
bailout package and emphasized the need for a larger Democratic majority in 
both Houses to put the country back on track.

Wisconsin Senator Jon Erpenbach then gave a lively presentation about 
Healthy Wisconsin, the State Senate-passed plan for universal health care 
that never got out of committee in the Republican-controlled Assembly. 

(Continued on page 5)
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In the days before the election, and on election 
day, we will need 100 volunteers to make GOTV 
calls to Democrats, canvass Democratic-leaning 
wards, provide rides to the polls, act as poll 
watchers to ensure that voters are not 
disenfranchised unfairly, and other activities.

Remember that in 2004 Kerry won Wisconsin 
by 3 votes per precinct. On November 5th it will be 
too late to say ÒI wish I had done moreÓ. So keep 
working as if  we are one vote behind, and your 
activity will recruit that winning vote. VOLUNTEER!

Here are the specific times and tasks for our 
GOTV push. 
October 31 - Nov 3:
9:00 AM - 9:00 PM Canvassers
 Phone bankers
9:00 PM - 12:00 AM Office volunteers
November 4, election day:
6:00 AM - 9:00 AM Door Hangers
 Poll volunteers
  Street visibility volunteers
9:00 AM - 8:00 PM GOTV canvassers
 GOTV phone bankers
 Poll volunteers
 Street visibility volunteers

To volunteer for any part of  these times, stop in 
or call the Party office (62 S. 3rd Ave, Sturgeon Bay, 
920-559-8200) or contact Sondra (920-819-3364, 
by email: smilkie@obamacampaign4change.org), 
or contact Maggie (309-558-5525, by email: 
margaret.a.huber@gmail.com).

Nominations Solicited
At the November membership meeting on 

November 20th, nominations will be made for 
officers and members of the Executive Board for 
two year terms 2009-10. Positions are:

Chair
Co-chair
Vice-chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Two Northern Door Board members
Three Sturgeon Bay Board members
Two Southern Door Board members

Please come to the meeting prepared to 
volunteer yourself  as a nominee, or with a 
nomination in mind (be sure the prospective 
nominee is willing to serve). A position on the Board 
is rewarding and is a great opportunity to guide 
your DPDC in achieving new  growth and influence 
in Door County.

For any questions about these positions contact 
Chair Estella Lauter (920-839-2741, or by email: 
estella.lauter@gmail.com. 
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ItÕs GOTV TimeUpcoming Events
OCTOBER  

Oct 31 Halloween  Dress-up  Canvass, 
Put on your finest faux furs and 
jewels.....join organizer Leslie 
Goulet and other fun-loving 
democrats as we Òput on the ritzÓ 
while we go door to door in 
downtown Sturgeon Bay on 
Halloween seeking out fellow 
Dems, persuading those who still 
need it, and enlisting Obama 
supporters to volunteer this final 
weekend before the Election to 
Rock the Vote in Door County and 
Vote straight Ticket for Change! 
Meet at the Ladder House, 38 S. 
3rd Ave. after work Friday Oct 31.  
All ages welcome.  Donate extra 
jewels and treasure to our 
upcoming S i lent Auct ion.  
Accessor ies ava i lab le to 
accessor ize your ge t -up.  
Addresses to visit within EZ walk 
of downtown.   Questions?   call 
Rock the Vote Theatrics; 
823-2367 

Oct 31-Nov 3 Pre-election  GOTV canvassing 
and phone-banking (see adjacent 
article).

NOVEMBER
Nov 4 Election  Day. Polls are open from 

7:00 AM to 8:00 PM. Every vote is 
critical. Volunteer to help with 
GOTV (see adjacent article).

Nov 4 Coordinated  Campaign  Election 
Watch  Party , Ladder House, 
upper level, 38 S. 3rd Ave., 
Sturgeon Bay, 8:30PM-??. 
Refreshments provided, cash bar. 
Help your fellow  Democrats and 
friends celebrate our election 
victories up and down the ticket.

Nov 20 DPDC monthly membership 
meeting , Sturgeon Bay Library, 
7:00 PM (not change from usual 
4th Thursday due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday). The 
meeting will feature an election 
wrap-up, and nominations for 
officers and members of the 
Executive Board for 2009-10 (see 
adjacent article).

Dec 11 DPDC monthly  meeting  and 
gala event,  location and details 
TBA (date change from usual 4th 
Thursday due to Christmas 
holiday). SAVE THE DATE!
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fraud in this country. The real problem for a self-
respecting democracy had been the decades-long 
(or longerÑthink  Jim Crow) attempt to suppress the 
votes of African Americans and naturalized citizen 
populations. 

The suit filed by our own Attorney General Van 
Hollen (and vigorously opposed by the League of 
Women Voters, among other organization) is the 
example closest to home.

His effort to require a complete match between 
kinds of data on file in the state in order to vote has 
just been dismissed by a federal judge (he intends 
to appeal). There is no law  in WI that requires such 
a match. It is either an act of supreme hubris for 
Van Hollen to imagine such perfect correspondence 
of data between multiple institutions. 

For example, if  one time, the DMV printed my 
name Estelle (instead of Estella, a common 
mistake made by friends and businesses many 
times during my life), and I didn't notice it until later 
and decided not to change it until the next time I 
renewed my license (or I used my middle initial on 
one legal form and not another), I might be stopped 
at the polling place under Van Hollen's system and 
required to cast only a provisional vote until my 
identity could be verified.

Verification could then easily be delayed until 
my vote no longer mattered. Imagine the numbers 
of new  voters who could be disenfranchised by 
these means! This is the sort of  thing that 
happened in other states in 2004. Luckily, for the 
moment, Van Hollen's plan has been derailed by a 
judge with high ethical standards.

You can prevent this kind of suppression in your 
own case by voting early or by going to the Voter 
Public Access web site (http://vpa.wi.gov/) to make 
sure that you are properly registered. We are lucky 
to live in one of the most voter-friendly states in the 
Union, but someone in our midst recently found that 
the numbers in her birth date had been transposed 
in an official record and she would have had to 
present identification in order to vote.

It is a good idea to bring your ID along when 
you go to vote or to claim an absentee ballot at 
your municipal clerk's office. The driver's license is 
preferred, but the last four digits of  your SS number 
are also acceptable.

You can prove that you have lived in a town for 
the required 10 days by presenting a utility bill or 
similar indication of residence, or you can bring a 
letter vouching for your residence that is signed by 
a registered voter. In WI, unlike other states, you 
may even vote if you are homeless, provided that a 
registered voter can vouch for you.

(continued on page 4)

Things are looking up 
for democracy for this 
election, but it is not over 
until all the votes are 
counted. Our responsibility 
as citizens this time 
includes not only voting 
(early, if  possible) but also 
watching carefully to make 
sure that the First, 
Fifteenth, Nineteenth and 
Twenty-Sixth Amendment 
rights of citizens are not 
violated. Here's what has been happeningÑeven  in 
WisconsinÑand what you can do about it.
1. SCAMS. At least one scam e-mail is making the 
rounds; it tells you to vote for President separately 
even if  you check the box for the Democratic ticket. 
But that would mean that you had voted twice for 
the President, and it would invalidate your ballot.

In Door County, we think that the machines are 
set up to give the invalid ballot back to you, but that 
may not be the case in other areas where your 
friends vote. Be careful to follow  the directions on 
the ballot; when in doubt, ask to speak to the 
municipal Clerk in charge of  the polling place; if  you 
are not satisfied, call Sondra at the Door County 
Democratic Party office (920-819-3364) and ask for 
the help of an on-call lawyer.

There are other scams as well, so beware of 
any messages that try to scare people away from 
the polls. People in Milwaukee have been told that 
they won't be allowed to vote if they wear political 
buttons or have unpaid traffic tickets! These are 
Third World tactics.

The McCain campaign has targeted what it calls 
"low  information voters" who can be persuaded by 
statements that sound authoritative. Don't let this 
happen to any of your friends and acquaintances! 

In places like W. Virginia where there are touch 
screen voting machines (we think this cannot 
happen in Door County), people who have voted a 
straight Democratic ticket have watched their vote 
be converted before their eyes to the opposite of 
their intention. Even there, if  voters refuse to accept 
this result and ask a Clerk to intervene before the 
vote is electronically recorded, we can prevent a 
miscarriage of justice. 

2. VOTER SUPPRESSION. There has been a great 
hue and cry about ACORN, an old voter registration 
organization that was fleeced by some dishonest 
workers this year who registered Papa John, 
among other fictitious figures. Obviously none of 
those figures were allowed to cast a vote! This was 
not a case of "voter fraud." There is very little voter 
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Message from the Chair: 
On Guard and Ready to Play Ball

Estella Lauter ,
DPDC Chair
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Chair of the local Republican Party asking them to 
stop this practice; and after the election, petition 
your legislators to make a law  requiring "truth in 
advertising" across the board (if we are constantly 
being asked to believe that Wendy's isn't a fast 
food place as the ad says, then there isn't much 
hope for truth in political advertising, is there?).
5. DIRTY TRICKS "right  here  in  River  City." Last 
weekend some rogue ping pong balls marked 
"Nobama" turned up on the streets of Sister Bay 
during the ping pong ball drop. I am sure the 
perpetrator would claim freedom of speech, but it is 
a sad use of the freedom.

The event was not a candidate's rally--where 
apparently anything goes, unless it doesn't, as 
when people were handcuffed and taken to jail in 
2004 for wearing an anti-Bush t-shirt. (See Molly 
Ivins and Lou Dubose, Bill of Wrongs, for a full 
account of a decade full of  infringements against 
the Bill of Rights!)

I assume that the ping pong drop was hi-jacked 
for someone's private political purposes. At least 
some members of  the Sister Bay Advancement 
Association claim that it was not part of the 
program, but the fact that this could happen speaks 
volumes about the state of our democracy. 

We have to live with each other after the 
election is over, but that does not mean we should 
keep quiet about these violations of our democratic 
rights and ethical understandings. We cannot 
expect Republicans who have controlled the local 
government for so many yearsÑeven  in the 
supposedly non-partisan offices--to embrace this 
burst of  Democratic energy, but they must not be 
allowed to suppress it. The price of  that 
suppression is democracy itself.

If your vote is challenged at the polls, ask for 
help from a Democratic poll watcher or call Sondra 
at 920-819-3364 and ask to speak with a lawyer 
who is standing by for this purpose.  

3. SIGNS. Political signs have been stolen left and 
right during this election season. All the Obama 
signs on Glidden Drive disappeared overnight last 
weekend. Although my letter with Marc Savard in 
the Advocate asked both sides to cease and desist, 
we think that many more Obama signs have 
disappearedÑsometimes  three or four times from 
the same spot.

We are also concerned about the loss of 
several 4 x 4 foot Obama portrait signs. These were 
painted by the MartinezÕs and CockburnÕs and have 
been a source of delight throughout the County. If 
your sign has been stolen, please report it to the 
Sheriff  or the police. We want a public record of  this 
violation of your right to express your political 
preference freely on your own property. We do have 
more signs, so call 920-839-2741 if you need a 
replacement. We would appreciate a small 
contribution because we have paid for the signs 
and other campaign "chum," but we will leave that 
up to you as you are able.
4. ROBOCALLS  AND MASS MAILINGS.  designed 
to smear the Democratic candidates with 
misleading photographs, partial quotes, words and 
images taken out of  context, and fabrications to 
stimulate fear and prejudice. These usually come 
from the Republican National Committee or a PAC 
that is allowed to produce "issue ads" that are not 
required by law to meet any standard of truth.

Write a letter to the editor of  a local paper 
expressing your disapprobation; write a letter to the 
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Message from the Chair, continued from page 3 

Door CountyÕs most colorful Obama support
Route 42 between Egg Harbor and Carlsville



them to the polls. You will also make the lines a bit 
shorter, so that others can vote.

She is traveling from her home in Idaho to rural 
areas in all of the swing states to talk with people 
about the importance of voting for the change that 
will benefit 95% of  of  our citizens. When she and 
Dorothy Scott led the crowd in singing her hit song 
"You've Got a Friend," there were few dry eyes.

And finally on the 25th, there was a wonderful 
benefit for Dick Skare at the Hands On Gallery 
outside Fish Creek. The Big Mouth band played; Lt. 
Gov. Barbara Lawton spoke; Dick spoke; and they 
both engaged in a painting experiment that 
produced two very 
interesting works, 
one of which was 
a u c t i o n e d . T h e 
second one will be 
auctioned at the 
Election Watch party 
November 4th.

With her usual wit 
and grace, Barbara 
asked us to give her 
someone from our 
District who will work 
with her to think through what needs to be done 
instead of simply doing his Party's bidding.

Remember, John Kerry lost Door County by 
only 600 votes in 2004. In 2006, Democrats won 
from the Governor down to the state Senate. 
Charlie Most and Ame Grail won 46% of the vote in 
Door CountyÑthe  best we have done since Larry 
Swoboda represented us years back. We have a 
very good chance of winning this election. 

We need a hundred volunteers on Election Day. 
We need at least that many over the previous four 
days to be sure that we deliver Door County for our 
candidates. Each one of them has offered us a 
strong campaign. They have done their jobs well. 
Now it is our turn to step up and do ours.

We will not have a viable health care system, 
said the senator, until everyone is covered, 
because the cost of  emergency care for those who 
have no insurance is astronomicalÑand  rising. The 
Senator also encouraged us to hold our 
representatives responsible to do what they 
promised.

These inspiring talks were followed by 
messages from our three field organizers, Sondra 
Milkie, Maggie Huber and Olivia LoweryÑcalling  for 
more volunteers, especially for the last four days of 
the election season. 

On Sunday, October 19th, a group of dedicated 
volunteers attended a training session for our 
massive get-out-the-vote (GOTV) effort on election 
day (see article on page 2).

Phone banks were active in Ellison Bay, Sister 
Bay and Fish Creek this week, along with Sturgeon 
Bay where they run six days a week. Canvassing 
took place as usual in Sturgeon Bay on the 
weekends. 

On Wednesday, October 22nd, Dick Skare met 
Garey Bies at the Sturgeon Bay High School in a 
League of Women voters forum to discuss funding 
for public schools in Wisconsin. While Bies 
repeated the Republican mantra about not raising 
taxes, Skare talked about strategies for making 
sure that our children and youth are well-educated 
for the new economic era we are entering.

Skare's college degree in Economics puts him 
way ahead of his opponent on this score, as does 
his long term experience with town government and 
service organizations. The perspective of  law 
enforcement that Bies brings to the table is woefully 
lacking when it comes to the issues we face in 
education, stewardship of  the environment and 
health care.

Then on Thursday, October 23rd, over 150 
people turned out to hear Carole King at the Ladder 
House. Giving new  meaning to the phrase "Vote 
early, vote often," she explained that if  you vote 
before November 4th, you will be free to encourage 
others to vote on that day and even offer to take 
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Part of the crowd enjoying the rally speakers

Carole King addressing Democratic supporters

Lt. Gov . Lawton, Dick Skare


